
 

 
April 20, 2021 
 
Board of Trustees 
University of Utah 
201 Presidents Circle, Room 201 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84112 
 
Dear Trustees: 
 
We respectfully ask that you urgently take a closer look at the new West Village student housing project 
proposed at Foothill and Sunnyside on the U campus – specifically from the standpoint of community 
compatibility, density and parking.  As your “next door neighbors” in the nearby Yalecrest community, 
we believe those with project oversight can do more to reflect community concerns; issues that have 
been expressed for more than a year.  
 
It is now confirmed that the U intends to build two 5-story structures on that corner, as well as one 3-
story structure closer to Sunnyside. One hundred existing units are already being demolished and will be 
replaced with 504 new units in high-rise structures.  
 
Compatibility and Density 
We’ve been told that this new housing will be similar to other new 5-story housing structures at the U – 
Kahlert Village, Marriott Honors and the Lassonde Studios.  Yet the comparison is troubling.  All those 
structures are located primarily within the campus interior.  West Village will be near an established, 
historic neighborhood – that is low density and low profile. Also, these new 5-story structures will 
become the highest in the surrounding area. There is nothing nearby (Rowland Hall, Veterans Hospital, 
Pingree Autism School, LDS Ward House, commercial properties) that matches the height of these new 
towers. 
 
We’ve also been told we should basically ignore massing diagrams that architecturally represent what 
these structures might look like because they are not “meant to imply final massing or finishes.” We 
hope that proves to be correct. Yet, the architectural drawings released by the U have an industrial look 
and feel, which would clash with our desire for more “community compatibility.” In 2007, Yalecrest was 
designated a National Historic District on The National Register with the largest concentration of turn-of-
the-century period revival, English Cottage and English Tudor architectural styles – anywhere in Utah.  
 
It has been argued that the West Village project really doesn’t impact Yalecrest in any way because it’s 
closer to the busy Foothill Boulevard corridor.  We disagree.  Once the U establishes an identify for 
housing on this part of the campus, it’s very likely the height, style, and density will be carried over on 
property to the west where the remainder of the existing housing from the 1960s is located along 
Sunnyside (44 acres) – across the street from Yalecrest.  No Yalecrest resident wants to look out their 
front window at behemoth 5-story housing structures at the University of Utah.   
 



We kindly ask you to intervene and carefully examine our concerns.  
 
Past work performed by the architectural and construction consultants advising this project are well-
known and, thus, engender concerns that seem to point toward a 400-South, boxy, quick-build, non-
stylish housing project. We hope we are wrong.  
 
Parking 
Besides compatibility and density, parking is the third issue we are most concerned about.  It has already 
been disclosed that there will be 211 parking spaces for 504 units.  The math does not work for a 
neighborhood that’s nearby. We already feel the impact of the U during football Saturdays and other 
large-scale events, when Yalecrest becomes the U of U’s auxiliary parking lot.   
 
Kahlert and Marriott Honors are on TRAX lines and Lassonde is about ¼ mile away. At West Village there 
is no close TRAX access. Since there are virtually no goods or service establishments within walking 
distance from West Village, it appears residents will need to rely on cars. We shudder to think how this 
could escalate into more parking problems as the U expands its 44-acre property to the west of West 
Village.   
 
We know that the University of Utah is a state institution on state-owned land and technically, our 
opinions and concerns can be ignored. We hope they won’t, but, instead, that our letter opens up a 
productive dialogue. We support what one Yalecrest resident publicly posted on the social media 
platform Nextdoor: “It would be a missed opportunity not to rebuild the student housing with more 
architectural compatibility in style with Yalecrest.” 
 
KEEP Yalecrest is a non-profit organization whose purpose is to help preserve and protect the Yalecrest 
neighborhood. More information about us can be found at www.keepyalecrest.org and we can be 
reached at info@keepyalecrest.org 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
KEEP Yalecrest 
Board of Directors 

 
Jill Greenwood 
Janet Hemming, U of U, Class of 1969 
Virginia Hylton, U of U, Class of 1981 
Lisette Gibson 
Kim Child 
Kelly White 
 
 
 
cc: Salt Lake Mayor Erin Mendenhall, Salt Lake City Councilman Dan Dugan, State Rep. Brian King, State 
Senator Jani Iwamoto, Preservation Utah, Utah State Board of Regents 

http://www.keepyalecrest.org/

